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PRESS RELEASE


                                                                                                                                                        October, 2018

The final exhibition of finalists Rovinj Photodays 2018



Six Croatian authors were among the finalists of this year's international photo contest Rovinj Photodays! Tea Štokovac won first place in the Nude/Body category, Ivan Buvinić third place in the Architecture category, Zvonimir Tanocki second place in the Documentary category, Denis Butorac second place in the Fashion category and finally, Nina Knežević and Brigita Ercegović won second and third place in the Landscape category. Among the finalists were three from Serbia, three authors from Slovenia and one each from Macedonia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Germany, Slovakia, Italy and Greece.

By January 31st we received more than 12,000 photos from 46 different countries and, as expected, photographers from the region were the ones that sent in with most applications. Judging was divided into two rounds. The national selectors and the Advisory Committee of the festival received all the photographs and narrowed down the selection for the main selector, Gabriella Uhl, who then chose three finalists in each category.

According to her choice was based on trying to “provide some fragmental information, issue, initiative to get closer to understand the emerging art scene, especially contemporary photography, which finds itself under severe pressure. I selected some “stories” and tried to use the social media free style forms (blog and/or comments) to reflect a certain selection. During my work, I rethink some important books to get inspired again on how to construct or constitute “a” or “the” photography-history canon."
Gabriella Uhl also awarded festivals’ Grand Prix to Sonja Žugić, professional photographer from Belgrade, the winner in the Documentary photography category.  Winning the award means a new solo exhibition for Matic at the Rovinj Photodays 2019 with the corresponding accompanying publication and the co-sponsors award, by Maistra.
At the exhibition in the Museum of Arts and Crafts in Zagreb, we’ll be showing the exhibition by last year’s Grand Prix winner Domagoj Burilović. The curator of the exhibition, Iva Prosoli, points out that Burilović's Post Factum "deals with what is in the contemporary Croatian moment extremely timely: it points to the deconstruction of facts, to the erasure and loss of truth, after which inevitably follow the constructions and myths, and of course - manipulation. The photographs themselves are visually very exciting, colourful, of varied textures, and in some cases border on abstraction.”.

Exhibition of photographs by the finalists and winners of the competition, a total of twenty-one, was the focal point of events at the festival held on 4 and 5 May in Rovinj, and will now be open for visitors at the Museum of Arts and Crafts from October 18th.
In addition to the finalists’ exhibition at the Museum of Arts and Crafts, you will also be able to take a look at the photos of the winners of the HUAWEI Foto Marathon, which took place at this year's Rovinj Photodays festival! Twenty-five selected contestants were moved from the security of their photo lenses and given those of mobile phones. With Huawei P20 Pro, with a triple Leica camera, the contestants had to show their creativity, in a very short amount of time, in five different categories: Night, Architecture, Portrait, Movement and Selfie!
The exhibition will remain open until November 18th.
Regards,

PD team
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